PAX - WITH THE GOSPEL FOR OUR GUIDE

POST-PENTECOST  I  2020 – Covering the period from Pentecost Sunday until 31 Aug.
SECTION ONE:  Reading and Reflection
Theme:  REVERENCE.

Chapter 20 of the Rule of St. Benedict speaks of reverence at prayer:  Whenever we want to ask some favour of a powerful person, we do it humbly and respectfully for fear of presumption.  How much more important, then, to lay our petitions before the Lord 
God of all things with the utmost humility and sincere devotion.  Chapter 32 of our Rule speaks of the “tools and goods of the monastery.”  Since every chapter of the Rule is applicable to all who have embraced the monastic way, the Cellarer of chapter 31; 10 & 11 is all of us.

And so, the Cellarer will regard all utensils and goods of the monastery as sacred vessels of the altar.  

Appendix 2 on the Abbot/Abbess takes this challenge to a deeper level.  Material things are sacramental, symbols that reveal the goodness and beauty of the Creator.  Consequently Benedict can say that ordinary tools for work should be treated like the sacred vessels of the Altar.  It is only sin that has disfigured the beauty of creation and diverted things from their purpose.  The monastic life is an effort to restore the lost paradise, to regain the image of God in humanity – the image that has been distorted.  In the life of a monastic, there is no area that can be exempted from subjection to the Divine precepts and the regime of Grace.  (All these texts and their English translation have been taken from RB80, “The Rule of St. Benedict in Latin and English with Notes.  Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1980, Ed. Timothy Fry).

St. Benedict uses “respect” in relation to his monastics:  Respect the elders; love the young.

He calls on Romans 12:10.  They should strive to honour one another.  Therefore, when a senior monk walks by, the junior monastic should rise and give the senior his seat.

SECTION TWO:  Further Reading and Reflection
Michael Casey’s most recent publication is  “Grace on the Journey to God.”  The back cover gives  four and a half lines about Michael:  “A monk of Tarrawarra Abbey.  He has been a retreat master and author for almost half a century.”  Michael has been coming to our community for over 40 years. The brief biographical makes reference to his academic career:  “After completing a Degree in Scripture at Leuven, Belgium, he received his Doctorate from the Melbourne College of Divinity for a study of ‘desire for God’ in the writings of Bernard of Clairvaux. “ 

The Book was published by St. Paul Publications.  If you want to purchase a copy, we will be back working from May 15.  Our secretary and manager of our bookshop, Maryanne, is working from home because of COVID-19 but orders can still be palced by phone: 02 42360011 or email: candleorders@bigpond.com  She will take your order and send it to the Gifts and Books.  

Or, alternatively,  why not choose a book or books yourselves?
SECTION THREE:  About the Rule of St. Benedict.

The Rule of St. Benedict is a Rule grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ, when we embrace it, leads us on a pilgrimage through love, forgiveness, healing, teaching, reverence, respect, new life, and freedom.  The Rule of St. Benedict, when embraced, saves us from “living forever in self-imposed darkness.  Just by refusing to venture into the unknown idea, for instance, we can lock ourselves out of the fullness of life.”
From an historical perspective, we have the book “Benedictine Monasticism” written by a Jesuit – Lowry J. Daly.  It was published in 1964, and would be available in monastic or theological libraries.  He asserts that we are not even sure that Benedict wrote all the Rule!  Someone always spoils it!
He begins chapter 6, as follows:

Strange to say, although the Rule of St. Benedict was in use in hundreds of monasteries and for many centuries, there was no exact study made of the text to establish whether or not the Rule as it had been copied in so many manuscripts was that which Benedict himself had written.  Such a study was not begun until the late 19th century, and much of the present critical edition is due fundamentally to the work of a great modern paleographer, Ludwig Traube, whose Text-History of the Rule, published in 1898, completely revolutionized textual study of the Rule.

In the 20th century, as there has been more translation, and use of sources made available, study of the Rule has taken off.  The 1980 (RB 80) edition with its historical introduction, and then the English and Latin throughout the Rule is a feast for those of us who want to dig deeper into its wisdom.

SECTION FOUR:  Community History

None of the theory about reverence for the tools and goods of the monastery is relevant, unless it is put into practice.  When I entered the monastery in 1982, we had a weekly outdoor work day.  We assembled outside an old carport, where all the ride-on mowers were kept.  If we needed a machine, we were given one.  If we were going to do something else – pruning shrubs, raking leaves or working in the vegetable gardens and orchard, we collected our tools from the sister appointed to the care of tools.  They were oiled and ready.  At the end of the day, machines and tools were returned.  The machines were cleaned with a bannister brush, and refilled with fuel for the next time. The tools were oiled and wrapped in a cloth.  This is the Benedictine way of doing things.  

What about it?  How can we begin to reverence tools and machinery?  The excuse for most of us is:  we haven’t got enough time to mess about with bannister brushes and oil tools before we wrap them.

Since I entered, we’ve got WD40, and it takes about 30 secs. to oil a tool and wrap it for the next time we will need it, or for the next person who might need it.
And then there is reverence inside the home: the linen cupboard, kitchen cupboards, the dish-washer, the bathroom.  

REVERENCE   RESPECT   CARE  – these are qualities  the Rule calls us to in our “throw-away” society of today;  a society  that even stoops to “throw-away” people: the elderly or the child caught in domestic violence.
SECTION FIVE:  Liturgy

MAY
31:  Pentecost Sunday

JUNE

03:  St Charles Lwanga and companions, martyrs.  M

O5:  St. Boniface M

07:  Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

11:  St. Barnabas M
13:  St. Anthony of Padua.  M.
14:  Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Chrisit).

19:  The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  S

20:  The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary M

21:  12th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
22:  Sts. John Fisher and Thomas More.  (Memorial)

23:  The Benedictine nuns of England.

24:  The Nativity of St. John The Baptist.  S.  
28:  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

29:  Sts. Peter and Paul. S

30:  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

JULY:

05:   14th Sunday in Ordinary Time. St. Thomas apostle.  F.

11:  St. Benedict.  F.
12:  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

15:  St. Bonaventure.  M
16:  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (Optional Memorial) 
19:  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

22:   St. Mary Magdalen F  
25:   St. James. F

26:   17th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
29:   Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus – M  
31:   St. Ignatius of Loyola

AUGUST:
01:  St. Alphonsus Ligouri  M  
02:  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

03:  St. Dominic M    
04:  St. John Vianney, M.  
06:  Transfiguration of the Lord, F.
08:   St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop, S.
09:  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Also st. Edith Stein. (not celebrated this year).

10:   St. Lawrence.  F.
11:   St. Clare, M. 
14:   St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe  M.  Vespers I of the Assumption of Our Lady.
15 - SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY.  This is a holy day of obligation for
       Catholics.
16:  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

20;  St. Bernard.  M  
21:  St. Pius X.  M
22:  Queenship of Mary.   M.

23:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time.

24:  St. Bartholomew.  F

27:  St. Monica.  M.

28:  St. Augustine.  M.
29:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist.  M.
30:  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.

31:  St. Aidan of Lindisfarne.  M.

M = Memoria.  F = Feast. S = Solemnity.

All other days are Ferial days.

SECTION SIX - Your Community

Please pray for Fr. Paul and his family.  Paul’s sister, Majella, died early in May.  Within the space of three to four years, he has also lost a sister-in-law and a brother-in-law.  

Please pray for Sr. Naomie’s father, Sr. Mary Bernadette’s father, Sr. Hannah’s mother, and Sr. Mechtild’s mother.  All are in nursing home care, and with COVID-19, our sisters can’t visit. 
Let us pray for Oblates who are making the final part of their earthly journey.  A significant number of oblates have gone into nursing home care.  Some can’t receive our Pax booklet anymore.  

 We closed the Abbey some weeks ago, went into lockdown, mostly because we have five sisters in their 90s, and we don’t want to lose any of them.  We are also aware of the fact that if one of us contracts the virus, we could lose any number of sisters.  So, as Abbess Hilda says, our precaution is a bit “over the top”, but we would prefer that to loss of life.
It will be a number of months before we open up again.  While churches remain closed, our church will remain closed.

Our Retreat Cottages are closed.  We have financial troubles, but so has everyone else across the nation.  Oblates have been very good to us, giving us donations when they are skimping themselves.  No one can afford to give away money at the moment so we are all in the same boat.
Good is coming from this pandemic.  In addition to the larger vegetable gardens and eggs from our hens, four sisters are growing vegetables. Mother Mary (retired abbess) is doing brilliantly with cabbages, lettuces, beetroot, radishes and more.  She has a worm farm which gives her liquid gold.  She is sharing the gold with some of us.  Two sisters are making bread, so we can cut back on our weekly order.  It is a wonderful time for us – a time when we support one another and the community as a whole.
Our shop is closed, but, as mentioned, orders can be placed by phone:  02 4236 0011 or email: candleorders@bigpond.com
We were sad not to have the oblate retreat in February, and may not even have the November retreat.  None of us can afford to let down the barriers until the pandemic is brought to an end.

We Wish You The Richest Blessing Of Peace On Your Feast Day
May 31:  Mary Elizabeth Locke, Jo Elizabeth Wickens, Sr. Elizabeth Funder

June 5:  Cameron Boniface Freese; Jeff Boniface Smart and Arno Boniface Struzina.
June 11:  Brian Barnabas McKinlay, Jan Barnabas Trevenen and Rosalie Barnabas Jacques.
June 12:  Abbess Hilda Scott (St.Hilda of Whitby).
June 13:  Therese Anthony Harding

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus:  Sr. Caritas Rodrigues

June 22:  Katherine Thomas Lindsay, Margaret Thomas More Whetham.

June 23:  Frances Mildred Cormack.

June 24:  Carmen Giovanna Xuereb

June 30:  Annette Cuthbert Dawes

July  03:  Douglas Thomas Fitzpatrick
July 11: Ian Benedict Macdonald, Valerie Benedicta Dickson, Ken Benedict Press, Patrick Benedict Sleight, Marianne Benedict Scarf, Sonia Benedicta Aquilina,  Russell Benedict Collins, Margaret Benedicta Houen, Geraldine Mary Benedicta Doyle,  June Benedicta Jenkins, Garry Benedict Gleeson, Ellen Benedicta Woods, Brenda Benedicta Verbeek, Benedetta Marina di Mattia, Dorothy Benedicta Taylor, Chantal Mary Benedicte Jacquier, Patricia Benedict Thomas, Rosslyn Teresa Benedicta Rice,  Matthew Benedict Ransom, Ivan Benedict Fitz, Claire Benedict Lanigan, Debra Benedicta Verbeek, Elizabeth Benedicta Arblaster, Felicity Benedict Giles
July 14:  Dorothy (Veronica Guiliani) Touzell

July 15:  Pamela Henry Herrick (St. Henry II, Patron of Oblates)
July 16:   Fr. Paul Gurr O.Carm.  (Abbey Chaplain)
July 20:  Valerie Margaret Johnson ( Margaret of Antioch).
July 22:  Sr. Magdalen Mather, Margaret Mary Magdalen Oomens, Kerri Mary Magdalen Olson, Jeanette Magdalen Murray, Pamela Magdalen Hassell.  Merilyn Mary Magdalen Caruana, Phyllis Magdalen Rodriguez,  Judith Mary Magdalen Pickering, and Reshika (Mary Magdalene) Fernando
July 25:  Peter James Lambert-Brown

July 26:  Daphne Anne Spelter

July 29: Sr. Joy Martha Jensen,  Deborah Martha Pike and Wendy Mary Young, Christine (Mary of Bethany) Gilbert
July 31:  Fr. John (Ignatius) Anderson.

August  8:  Carol (Mary of the Cross) Xuereb
August 9:  Anne (Edith) Fry, and Hilary (Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) Scarce.
August 11:  Sr. Clare Gamble, Shirley Clare Basham,  Rev. Ann Clare Dittmar McCollim and Marie Clare Manning

August 15:  Sr. Maria Frances Slade,  
August 20:  Bernard Quinn, Fr. Henry Bernard Byrne, Peter Bernard Sheehan,  Lee Ann Bernardine Wein, Dean Bernard Godric Piryak

August 22:  Christina Maria de Angelo Camron

August 23:  Victoria Rose Sultana

August 27:  Colleen Monica Fletcher

August 28: Juan Augustine Lorente, and Monica Augustina Rodriguez, Colleen Augustine Cashman, Monica Augustine Hunt
August 31:  Leslie Aidan Whittet.

LET US PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER AS OUR ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR:

June 8:  Brenda Benedicta Verbeek,  Judith Catherine Brown, Helene Miriam Mackey, Rev. Catherine Julian Eaton.

June 11: Bernadette Scholastica Packer.  Bernadette is one of this world’s courageous people.  She is a music teacher from Albury, and travels to the Abbey, by plane and train, with her faithful Guide Dog.  I gave him a small medal of St. Benedict so that he will be safe from harm.

June 12: Christine Gertrud Phillips, Lenka Gregoria Hill, Catherine Frances Turek, Peter Damian McElhone, Alfred Anselm Breznik,  Rhonda Scholastica Kinsela, Debi Gertrud Russell, Isabel Frances Vicary and Kevin Francis Vicary.

June 14:  Jean Julian Reid

June 14:  Bishop Brian Gregory Mascord

June 22:  Valerie Benedicta Dickson, Dorothy Benedicta Taylor and Christina Maria de Angelo Camron.

June 23:  Aaron Placid McElhone, Margaret Benedicta Houen,   Carmen Giovanna Xuereb and Josephine Antonia Petrie.
June 24:  Libby Therese Denny, Catherine Scholastica Ransom

June 25: Varcha Giles Sidwell, Elizabeth Lioba Anderson, Bernadette Mary Maher, Paul Godric Griffiths, Colleen Monica Fletcher, Nancy Hilda Sage
June 28:  Sonia Veronica Pleines

June 29:  Sr. Julian Barbara Garwood

June 30:  Rev. Nigel Thomas Wright

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus:  Anthony Anselm Tarleton, Ewa Mary Grajewska.

July 1:  Barbara Catherine Mary Crawford, Sarah Louise Emmanuelle Kirsop and Rev. Sharon Lioba Baird.
July 9:  Pam Magdalen Hassell

July 10:  Lee Ann Bernardine Wein

July 11: Rev. Ian Patrick Crooks and Margaret Julian Crooks.   Rosslyn Teresa Benedicta Rice, Ellen Benedicta Woods
July 12:  Margaret Mary Magdalen Oomens

July 18:  Melanie Syncletica Phillips

July 19:  Susan Nano Dickson, and Elizabeth Benedicta Arblaster.
July 22:  Kerri Mary Magdalen Olson

July 25:  Sr. Joy Martha Jensen

July 26:  Anne Sophia Norrie and Denis Nicols

August 6:  Kilian Veronica de Lacy.

August 8:  Anne Edith Fry

August 9:  Hilary (Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) Scarce

August 10:  Anthony John Smith and Vilma Elizabeth Smith.

August 15:  Noella Mary-Emmaus Sheerin, and Michelle Anne Mary Higlett.
August 18:  Marie Clare Manning
August 22: Laura Gertrud Moya, Marianne Benedict Scarf, Irene Patricia McAllister, Josette Elizabeth Wickens,  Mary Gertrud Connors, Antoinette Gertrud Jenkins, Ruth Hedwig Huebner, Assunta Benedicta Aquilina, Wilfrid Ambrose Moon, Nereda Gertrud Blake.
August 24:  Wendy Begu Fisher-Hudson

August 27:  Kay Matilda Myers

August 29: Leslie Aidan Whittet, Susan Columba Marmion Lambert, Peter James Lambert-Brown.

August 31:  Pamela Hannah Winter

SOLEMN PROFESSION ANNIVERSARIES:

Corpus Christi:  Sr. Agnes Manly
Sacred Heart: Sr. Antonia Curtis, and Sr. Maureen Therese Woodhouse.
July 11:  Sr. Therese Gilmour, Sr. Mary Bernadette Sunarjo
August 6:  Sr. Mary Veronica Chandler

August 23:  Sr. Caritas Rodrigues

MAY ETERNAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM AND MAY THEY REST IN PEACE:

May 31, 1966- Sr. Mary Clare Bocher

June 2, 1924: Mother Austin Marum (the first Child of Mary in Australia – the ceremony was held at our school.  She and another twelve year old girl were accepted by the nuns without payment.

June 02,1987, Sr. Marian Bourke

June 04 1976:  Sr. Mary Gertrude Flannery

June 08 1905:  Sr. Mary Scholastica Therry

June 09 2011:  Sr. Janice Robertson
June 10 1973:  Sr. Mary Bernard Bryant.

June 13 1988: Sr. Miriam Murray

June 16 1920: Sr. Mary Paul Fairland

June 16 1932: Sr. Mary Stanislaus Egan

June 18 1861: Sr. Mary Aloysius Shortall

June 18 1980: Sr. Mary Audrey Bourke
June 18 2008:  Oblate John Anselm Jamieson

June 22 2011:  Oblate Gabriele Angelica Harders

June 23 1994:  Oblate Clare Scholastica Empen

June 23 2001:  Oblate Dr. William Canice Hudson

June 23 2012:  Oblate Jean Edmond Peter Antoine

June 27 1972: Sr. Mary Bede Muschialli

June 28 1894: Mother Mary Placid Loughnan

June 29 1932: Mother Mary Justina Merewether

July 02 1888:  Sr. M. Elizabeth Dwyer, 

July 05 2008: Oblate Billie Jude Balson.

July 10 1891: Sr. M. Bridget O’Sullivan

July  15 1943: Sr. Mary Scholastica Sugrue

July 15 1985: Sr. Mary Boniface McConnell

July 19 2009:  Oblate Henning Maximilian Harders

July 22 2003:  Sr. Marie Gregory Forster

July 24 1952: Sr. Mary Ann Harrington

August 09 1968: Mother M. Mildred Potts, Fourth Elected Prioress of our community.

August 11 1950: Sr. M. Annette Cunningham

August 22 2012:  Oblate Teresa Benedict Pozniak.

August 24 2006:  Mother Benedicta Philips, first Abbess of the community.
August 31 2005:  Sr. Joy Reynolds

SECTION SEVEN:  Saints

From the writings of St. Hildegard of Bingen:  Reverence declares: All the things God has established please me.  I do not hurt any of them.

SECTION EIGHT:  For Reflection

[Benedict] knew that the secret of a holy life was not so much a holy reputation, as it was a holy attitude toward all creation: reverence for God, reverence for the body, reverence for the other who is younger and unimportant, or  older and useless now, or in opposition to us and an irritant now.  

(From the wisdom of Sr. Joan Chittister).

PAGE  
16

